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Editorial. 
Why is it that scientific people are so frequently illiterate? 
they. spend the time inv.eighing against literary culture that 
be better employed in learning to spell or write grammat-
? The following occurs in the leading article of the Sci-
Amen"can of June 7, 1879: "The size of the perforations, 
will be seen, .~e exceedingly small." 
Dear American, 
"There be journals like to thee, 
Whose verbs and nouns do more agree." 
'week we quoted Mr. Delano as saying that the teachers of 
LOuis presented a better appearance at their work than those 
Chicago public schools. We at once attributed the differ-
to the fact that the ·St. Louis teachers during the past two 
have been receiving salaries that were not reduced, while 
Chicago sisters in pedagogy had their stipend reduced· 25 
. were not paid the same regularly, and when paid re-
scr.ip upon which there was a percentage of discount. 
advice-from St. Louis gives still more satisfactory explana-
of the fine appearance of the St. Louis schools, which we 
divulge, s~~ce it would be telling tales out of school. . 
"What's in a name?" Before high schools were organized, 
the higher branches, including Greek, Latin, algebra, geometry, 
and rhetoric, were taught in the ward schools or district schools 
or grammar schools of the large cities and villages. Indeed, the 
original meaning of grammar school was one in which Latin and 
Greek were taught, and pupils prepared for college. The es-
tablishment of high schools was a measure of economy in that it 
united all such classes under one prindpal and in one school, 
and allowed the principals of the other grammar schools to de-
vote their lime anC! attention to their whole schools instead of 
employing them for the exclusive benefit of the highest class. 
Now, however, that all this is done in one school and that one 
called, a high school, a great hue and cry is raised; whereas, 
with the high school abolished, practically there would be as 
many high as there are grammar schools, without comparison, 
competition, or headship. 
Calling these schools high schools may seem now an unfortu-
nate circumstance. But when establisheq, the name was a neces-
sity as a factitious inducement to the wealthier classes who would 
not send their children to any school denominated public or 
common. The name is likely to react upon them unfavorably; 
hence it would be· policy to change the name as soon as possible, 
calling them central grammar schools, while the present grammar 
schools might be designated as district grammar schools. 
A FURIOUS GAIL. 
GAIL HAMILTQN, the iconoclast, having scalped and flay~d all who opposed her kinsman, James G. Blaine's nomination 
at the Cincinnati convention, has turned her attention to the 
public educational institutions of the country, an.d particularly 
the high, normal, and industrial schools, of which, in. her argu-
ment, she has not left one stone 'upon another. The destruction 
of Jerusalem or the occasion of the cry, de/enda 'est Carthago, 
was not .'a circumstance to the havoc wrought by this furious 
Gail. 
There are many sharp points in her argument against normal 
schools, yet every charge she makes might be admitted and still 
the policy and necessity of maintaining such schools remain in-
dubitable. The . arguments are mostly epithets and aphoristic 
platitudes. Compare Greeley's saying, "The way to resume is 
to resume," with Gail's Bunsbyism, "The dnly trainingschool 
that is of any use for teachers is the school in which they are 
teaching." "What is ne~essary for a teacher is, first, natural 
ability, the teaching-tact-kntick. This is born, not made." 
So, according to the dogmatic Gail, knack, the. teachiug kn~k, 
and, therefore, the preaching knack, the pleading kna~k, the 
healing knack, the shoemaking knack, the cooking knaCK, the 
knack of knitting-each and . every knack is born, not mad·e. 
Then praise be to the mother-all:d the midwife! 
Yet, notwithstanding that all these beautiful knacks 'are born, 
the wasteful and stupid world ~ill persist in making its children 
serve an apprenticeship to trades, and men will maintain those 
superfluous institutions, theological seminaries, law schools, and 
medical colleges. In youth the writer-was serving as apprentice 
in a machine shop. His ambition impelled him prematurely t{) 
. handle the hammer and cold-chisel t~ chip the bolt-heads pro-
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truding above the surface of a driving-wheel tyre. Like Gail, 
he was young and vain; he thought that the art of chipping was 
a.knack-"born, not made"-and he swung the hammer in par-
abolic curves of frightful proportions; but when , presently, the 
hammer came down on his knuckle, instead of on the head of the 
chisel, he was ready to allow that that knack was not entirely bc;>rn 
at that moment, and if it was about to be born, the case was one 
of protracted and painful labor; and not even the forcible pen 
or the persuasive lips of Gail could convince him of the contrary. 
Now what that youth's conceit wrought upon his knuckle, we fear 
the theories and disciples of Gail would inflict upon the heads of 
the children committed to their training. Indeed, we've seen 
it done in the palmy ante-normal-school days. Gail may flour-
ish her pen over the picture of "a good teacher, sound, strong, 
gIeat-hearted,iv.dependent,courteous,' I-implying that none such 
a.re.found in normal schools and none other than such out of 
them; but there be those who remeII:1ber those "old masters," 
and to one who has known them Oil two hemispheres and who is 
able to compare them and their methods with the teachers and 
, teaching of to-day, the gush of Gail over their pictures is just a 
wee bit silly. ' 
The following are among her epithets: mechanism, wooden man, 
wooden schools, mere imitation, mechanical servility, pseudo-pfac-
#calor'superficial study, drill and dwaifage, drill a"d routine, 
",omJlony and",ediocrity, mental subjection, sham experience. 
Now Gail is a sharp writer, but we venture to say that if the 
junior pupils in the normal 'schools were assigned the above 
words, from which to write an essay on any subject, whether the 
Bible, the Church, c;>r the Constitution, whether politics, coni-
,'merc,:, or the Paris exposition, they would make articles quite as 
sensational, truthful, and valuable as tho se of Gail on High and 
Normal Schools. You see Gail has the knack of writing-only 
that and nothing more. 
The terms above used offensively toward normal schools, and 
the characteristics which they describe and stigmatize, are the , 
concommitants and necessities of civilization. Etiquette is imi-
tation; industry is perpetual iteration, routine, and monotony; 
learning is imitation; efficiency is the result of drill and routine; 
science is, imitation in , the main ; art is nothing but imitation; 
fashio)). is imitation; social amenity is imitati . .m; creative energy 
itself is imitation of and imperceptible improvement upon previ-
ously existing types. Civilization is a fnere aggregation' of cap-
italized methods and imitations. If Gail desires to escape the 
'result,ofroutine and mechanism. she will have to seek the socie-
, ty of thl;. Sioux or Zulus. Even Gail's scribbling is a mere imi-
tation of a school of sensationalists who seek to tear down every-
thing, and build up nothing-the bull in 'the china shop is their 
mo,del-and who die at last, having accomplished no earthly 
good, and leave behind them nothing but a sense of discomfort 
and botheration. 
Wi~h equal justice may Gail abuse normal schools for drill, 
rO,utine, and set methods, which are only the devices of economy, 
as sneer at printers' type for having had a matrix. or blame a 
child for .resembling his father and mother. True, there should 
be more than mere imitation in all schools; tQere should be in ' 
them soul as well as body ; there should be not only the ovum of 
intellect, but also the vitalizing, impregnating influence; and . this 
- the normal schools possess, as far as the imperfections of human 
nature and the social, financial, and political disadvantages which 
they' are laboring under will permit them. ' 
The margin of failure in normal schools, upon which Gail 
maneuvers her argumentative forces, is the neutral ground be-
tween the ideal and the actual, the difference between our edu-
cational aspirations and the possibIlities of fallible human nature. 
Against the principle upon which normal schools are founded, 
Gail adduces nothing but that it is not the province of the State 
to maintain thelp. ,Upon the accidental failures of the syst~m, 
she harps; and with as much justification as if she objected to the 
,use of machinery on account of wear and tear, and fricti l?n, and 
the possibility of its being constructed of imperfect materials. 
We have certain ideals of beauty, of female beauty in particular . . 
Should we denounce the whole sex because some women do not 
come up to the requirements? From a temporal stand-point, the 
beauty of woman is the pivotal element of continued human ex-
istence and improvement. Now if Gail Hamilton were pitched 
' upon as the standard, as she has set up the few normal schools 
and normal school teachers that have come under her obsellva-
tion, in order to negative the right to existence of the Whole 
system, how long would the whole human race, judged by this 
criterion of the right of survival, escape total extinction?' 
ANOTHER BLAST. 
W'E quote Gail Hamilton : . , "The founders of the country-those founders who made 
this country worth living in, the New England fat!lers-set col-
lege and f:ommon school side by side." , 
"The common school, the high school, the college, advanced 
with equal step; but all these were nearer to the private schools 
of our own day than to the public schools. " 
"Their college was a theological seminary. " 
"They were establishing a religious community for themselves 
and for their children." J 
"It is idle, it is illogical, it is the mark of an undisciplined 
,mind to demand the maintainance of high schools as a continu-
ance ot the practice of our' fathers." 
Is it, indeed? , Why? Because their schools were sectarian and 
ours are not? Was it within the province of the State to· make • 
ministers ad libitum in the days of "our fathers," and may no1; 
the State now make teachers, or scientists, or scholars above th~ 
rudimentary branches? If not, why not? Pray, Gail, who 'is 
illogical? At what point of time, at what meridian of govern-
ment survey, did the right of New England to teach catechism 
and the five points of Calvinism begin and the injunction on 
the State and Nation against teaching anything higher than the 
three R's receive its origin, prom~lgation, and force? 
"We are amply furnished with academies and cplleges, endow-
ed by private munificence, private benevolence, private ambi~ 
tion, open to all." ' . 
Are we, indeed? We had not discovered, it in the South:, Ol" 
,in the West. Doubtless there are private schools enough in New 
England to educate Gail Hamilton's descendants, but such state 
of things should not be used as an argument against increased 
educational facilities for more prolific people and more progres-
sive parts of the country. We fear that even in Boston, 'if the 
Latin school and 'high schools were closed, ,Gail would ha~e diffi-
culty in providing at once - equaJly good means of academic 
training. • 
'-'Those who have persistency enough to use their education to 
advantage in after life have persistency enough to gain eduea-
tion in early years." 
Then why have schools of any description? If there were no 
coinmon schools, whele would this education be obtained? If 
there were no high schools, where would the children of,the poar 
get an lI;cademic ttaining? How would they know that there is 
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_ s1feh (I. thj.ng as higher education, or any kind of education, for: 
that tn:atte~ ? In private] and parochial schools? Then those 
who eould not pay might grow up in ignorance. This is a pretty 
condusio!l to ee reached by a statesman in petticoats! 
'~Whf shouid th~ State ~epart fro~ the simple p:inciple of 
~ving to everJ: ~h1ld suffiC1ent education to enable . h1m to. be-
come a good c1t1zen, and stop far short of the educatlOn reqUlred 
' ro Ihake him learned? 
]it shouldn't! 
. ~"Wny' should it provide him with education that rather unfits 
than' fits' him for a trade, yet does not, and does not pretend to, 
.fit him forthe ministry? 
Education never did and 'never can unfit a child for a trade. 
But if the above sentence ~eans anything, it must mean thata 
chiM shotild not receive any considerable degree of education 
attlie expense of the State, unless he is to be a minister. Verily, 
Gail must have ministry on the brain. What black-coated, 
White-ehokered image is haunting her dreams? 
. "Another evil, and a most undemocratic one, is that the best 
teachers, the most highly educated, and the mo~t highly paid, 
. are not pilt into the primary schools, where all the children have 
the benefit of their culture, but into the high:schools, where only 
three or five per cent of the children come in contact with 
. them." 
~fiis is indeed too bad j but the evil is not peculiar to the 
teaCbing pr<;lfession. The better talent among lawyers seeks 
practice in the higher courts and is content with a few important 
cases, while· the cases in .the police courts, which are so numer-
ous and so in need of able direction, are left to the mercy of 
the veriest p·ettiloggers. The. great preachers, too, will persist in 
remaining in the enlightened metropolitan cities, preaching to 
:educated and aristocratic congregations, while the heathen in the 
_It-.woods. are left. to the ministrations of narrow and uninter-
... est'ing snivelers, and .the heathen in foreign lands rec~ive only 
t\le attention of the tyros of the ministry, who try to atone for 
their want of l).bility by impracticable .zeal. 
. The doctors, to.o, who are peculiarly gifted and most thorough-
lyeducated, continue to answer calls from wealthy patients, and 
. to charge fees to correspond j whe1eas a statute should compel 
them to attend to the sicklier poor, and leave to quacks the ail-
'ments of the pampered rich. Indeed, the argument of Gail, 
carried to its legitimate logical conclusion, would debar all bright 
minds from entering -any other learned profession than t11at of 
teaqoing, a~d would disqualify such minds from rising to the 
.upper story even in that. Doubtless a commission should be sent 
to Europe to bri'ng Minister White back from Berlin and put 
bim at teaching. a primary school under the superietendency of 
Gail Hamilton. 0 Gail! Gail! Art thou not losing thy grip? 
Ar.t thou not a little off about these times? 
ult is' not possible. to set too high a value on education. The 
• plore thorough it is in the few, the more ' beneficial is it to ' the 
many. The cleepest, the broadest, the most liberalizing culture 
is to be desired. The scholarship of the'scholar is the boon and 
. bfessing oE the unlearned. The many are uplifted by the trained 
and far-reaching intelligence of the few. Especially is a reading 
populace the rich. soil out of which spring the noblest growths of 
loteUect. But I venture to say no man ever conferred distinc-
tion upon this country who owed his power to the high school. 
No man ever illustrated the annals of this country who would 
not have been equally illustrious had the high school never ex-
. ed.;' 
lbe fiFllt six sentence~ of the above extract indicate a lucid in-
man e~r conferred distinction upon this country who 
r-to t~~ high school!" ,Now what· is W~st point 
but a national high school, with military trammg, "drill," 
"routine," mechanism," " imitation," etc., for its specialty? Eh, 
Gail? There are two reasons why the high schools have not 
thus far produced many prominent men. One is that the insti-
tutions are young, the earliest graduates of many of them not 
having a gray hair on their heads. Wait, Gail, until you are, 
or ought to be, a grandmother, and see what the high schools 
will bring forth. Another reason is that the teaching in them is 
thorough and their graduates are enabled to go, almost imJl).edi-
ately, into business, or into the professions, and make a living in 
a quiet and modest manner. Hence, so far, they have produced 
no Gail Hamiltons, no Butlers, no Kearneys, no Blaines. 
Gail Hamilton says, "We do not approve of the Catholic par-
ochial schools." Of what then does . she approve? She is 
writing down normal schools, high schools, and industrial schools. 
Does she approve of ragged-schools, charter schools, pauper 
schools? Or does she approve of no schools at all ? 
When Joe Medill insinuated that Mr. Blaine should not be 
nominated to the Presidency, because his sympathies and sur-
roundings were with a powerful denomination : that might prove 
inimical to the welfare of the public schools, we were angry, 
because it was the most fiendish ' way in which to attack a man, 
placing him in a position to be killed whether he denied the 
charge or acknowledged it by his silence. But now that Gail 
Hamilton thinks it her mission to write down the public schools . 
in their best estate, we half believe that Mr. Joe Medill was 
right, and that there is so~ething wrong in its environment, a 
screw loose somewhere, in the Blaine family. At any rate, the 
friends of the public schools should look upon the family with 
suspicion and throw cold water upon ¥r. I:!laine's aspirations 
toward the Presidency in 1880; for it is evident that Mr. Blaine; 
and his sisters and his cousins and his aunts are not exactly the 




WHY will teachers persist in looking so withered and worn? asked a friend the other day. We indignantly denied the 
truth of the charge. "Yes they do. It is such hard work for 
them to smile after they have been at work a while, and they 
are so prim and precise." Amid a torrent of denials and retorts 
our friend left in dismay,but the question gave us food for thought 
and we asked inwardly why? 
Is the school-room necessarily a sort of dry kiln in . which all 
the sap of geniality is destroyed? Is it that the constant de-
. mand upon our sympathies and patience exhaust the supply? 
Certain it is that school w,~rk seems to clothe the teacher in 
"garments of starch," and "stiff as a school-marm" has OIan:y 
verifications . 
It doe. not aff~ct the men who teach, in that way.' For. proof 
look at the male members of .the Chicago , Principals' Associa-
tion, Nothing dried up and withered looking there. Each one 
seems to be in good physical condition,. and as if he enjoyed the _ 
" chicken-fixings and plum cake" of this life. And superinten-
dents are notoriously healthy, handsome men. The trouble is 
not that they are teachers, but they are mostly women. In any _ 
assembly of women, as 'a woman-suffrage convent,ion, a W. C. T. 
U., a Board of Managers of sOII!e "Home," a sewing society, -
there is I!S ~uch starchiness .and primness as in a teacher's In~ 
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stitute. The number of women who take this world right, enjoy 
the good, and not fret over the bad that they can not help, is , 
very very few. Women are continually watching, fretting, re-
gretting, and lamenting. If a boy play truant, a girl be saucy, 
, or either tell a lie (though there never yet was born the smart 
r;iuld that would not lie) the teacher thinks of it and dreams of 
it until some other pupil does the same thing and is in . turn a 
subject of the same anxiety. ' 
If a housekeeper have bad luck with her bread, she reckons 
up what each ingredient cost, and thinks sadly o( what she might 
have bought with the money, puts it on the table, and looks ag-
grieved at every word said against it. A man would pitch the 
whole batch out the window, have baker's bread for the rest of the 
day, and set the sponge ov!'!r again. It wou'ld not add a wrinkle 
to his brow nor a care to his heart. How few women lay their 
heads on their pillow satisfied with the day's work! Instead it is 
the thought of the amount they have not done that haunts them. 
And every unpleasant thought, every whit of fretting over what 
can't be helped, puts scowls and wrinkles in the face and dims 
the brightness of the eye. It is not the work that withers, it is 
the womanish dissatisfaction at what we have not accomplished. 
We are sure of this world; the other exists only in our faith, 
and.it'wiU never pay to spoil this one in the hope that the next 
one will make up to us for the qisagreeable' thil)gs we shoulder 
here-. Teachers are fortunate in that their work has a time to 
begin and to end, and ~hey will not 'make anything in trying to 
put another day's work in the time given for rest. , Make a rule 
to do no work that is-not a real pleasure after 6 o'clock. You 
must keep fresh and strong and enthusiastic in order to be better 
at fifty, than at twenty-five. It is so easy to get into a track and 
trot up and down 'like a car-horse betWeen two rails. Donit 
wear out in one path. Read and learn about the life that is not 
yours. Don't ~ll your life attend one church, read one paper, 
amI vi~it one set of people. Be cosmopolitan. Every walk of 
life will be represented in your school, learn about them all. , 
.::rhere is none but has , some good in it. Musical, dramatic, 
sporting, professional, artisan, "Russian, Prussian, or perhaps 
Ital-i. an. " 
< ~cknawledge there is good in the world y.ou know nothing of, 
but would like to see. If any.thing is presented to you with a~ 
unorthodox tinge to it; be sure that it is just the thing you need 
to examine. ' Be progressive. Don't determine at thirty that 
y'ou are on the only right track, for you will spend the rest of 
your life finding out your mistakes. Teachers, we have a better 
chance than most women to keep from being withered, prim 
and wo'rn. Don't live so as to become so, for 'it need not b; 
true. 
HINDRANCES TO NORMAL SCHOOLS IN OHIO. 
, NO. IV. 
PROF. JOHN OGDEN, Worthington, Ohio. 
"CLQSELY allied to the mischief practiced by county eXam-
iI)ers, alluded to in a former article, is another obstacle of 
scarcely less magnitude, growing out of the great demand f~r 
better trained teachers. Indeed, so great is this demand that al-
inost every county in the state can now boast its normal school-
, qr rather, what purports to 'be one-organized, usually for ab~ut 
four or six weeks' term, in a. year. And almost every college 
now sports its normal department, much, however, as the dandy 
sports his cane, mostly for show. . 
'Phese, both the normal institutes, as they are called, and 
the normal departments. are often conducted by persons 
of no experience, and , little merit as teachers, often by 
those who have never seen a real no~mal school, and who have 
assumed this role because they cannot get employment in 'anf 
other school. I have now, on my desk, several circulars; ad-
vertising these concerns in the ' most extravagant terms, "the 
most thorough, genuine, practical, time-saving, ' labor-saving, 
money-saving, moral" (saving) machines in the Universe-i( we 
are allowed to credit what these worthies are pleased to say about 
themselves and their'schools-when it is well known, that most, 
if not all these "concerns," have not the faintest resemblance ' to 
normal schools, nor the slightest claim to the word "normal,' i 
unless, forsooth, there be added "humbug" to this title. ' ' 
Frequently, too, the county examiners are importuned for a 
recognition of these schools-that the same pressure, as in their 
own cases, may be brought to bear upon the teachers, to inquc'e 
attendance. 
In two of these circulars, that have come to my notice within 
the past few days, the county examiners indorse these so ,called 
hormal schools, with a "puff." It does not appear, however, 
what connection they hold to these schools; but it may be in~ 
ferred. 
Now, while these things show the great need of a thorough 
system of normal school training for teachers, they are neverthe-
less a serious hindrance to their recognition and establishment; 
for the whole system is judged by the inefficiency of these , 
shams. They have brought the whole system into disrepute. --
They are a disgrace to the very name "normal." Many. of them.. 
-in fact the most of them, for their name is legion-should be 
abated as public nuisances. They are mere mercenary machines, 
in which so much grammar-5uch as it is-geography, and 
arithmetic, are doled out tor so much money; and the man of 
the least brains, and most brass, usually succeeds best in them. 
To these, there are wme honorable exceptions. But this only 
shows how great our need, and how grandly we could succeed 
with proper means. And these are some of the obstacles that 
now stand in the way , of the establishment of a State NOI:mal 
School, in Ohio, and hence in the way of the fullest devciap' 
ment of. a natioqal system of education. They are not of such 
a character, however, as to create any serious discouragement. 
They can, and' must be removed. And we have the as~uran:ce ' t,o 
predict they will be removed at no distant day; and that it 
shall be reserved for Ohio, that has been such a laggard hi,therto, 
to inaugurate such a system of normal schools as shall not only 
awaken a new interest in this department of popular education, 
but shall rev91utionize the whole system in other states, and giy~ 
to her that "proud, eminence, educationally, among ~er sister 
states, that she now holds in military and civil affairs." . 
Bilt we must give up the idea of making these schools mete ' 
~al:hines for drilling in geography, grammar, and a:rithmetic~ 
etc. They must stand above the common school, above the 
academy, and above the college. 
TEACHING' GERMAN BY THE CONVERSATIONAL 
METHOD. 
PRIN. B. M. REYNOLDS; Northfield, Minn. 
'[HE visiting c?mmittee to one of the high schools in the North-
west, in its report to the boa!d of education, very highl, 
commends the teaching of German by the conversational ~etih­
od. ,~heir 'r~llla~ks are to a certain extent quite pertinent . . The 
German is a li~ing', spoken language.. It is the language of 8; 
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people that leads the van in the discussion of all the great social, 
philosophical, and scientific questions that confront us for solu-
tion; and it can be partially learned in the manner commended 
in the report. We must, however, always avoid extremes; and 
in order to do so, even a smattering of the mental philosophy 
tliat the committee would so cavalierly strike from the course of 
study, according to their report, might be a valuable handmaid. 
Every language is to be viewed in two aspects, a colloquial and a 
lit-erary. It is very certain that in lower grades of schools Ger-
man should be studied as much as possible in its colloquial as-
pect, giving some attention to its literary phase. English should 
be studied in)ower grades in the same manner. All teachers 
- know that pupils read the lessons in their reading books that are 
written in colloquial style far more naturally and understandin g-
ly tl'lan they do those exercises that are written in a somewhat lit-
erary ,style. A large part of the difficulty in the teaching of 
grammar results from the fact that y?ung cla:'ses are at once and 
of necessity, brought face to face With the literary phase of the 
laIiguage. The same difficulty may present itself to pupils in all 
studies' that must be pursued with books, for. reasons that cannot 
lJere Be discussed. We therefore, in lower grades, approach as 
n'early as possible the colloquial aspect of lan~uage. In high 
schools, howe:ver, pupils are somewhat advanced m a knowledge 
of la~gua~e in its litera~y aspect, and hence, it seems to us, Ger-
man must not be wholly depended on. The order of teaching 
should tie reversed as far as possible in the high school. The col-
loquial metHod tan be intr~duce~ :ar eno~gh .to secure correct 
pronunciation, and to acqUIre a~lhty to thmk I~ G~rm~n .. 
In the high school German IS to be studied m ItS literary 
p1uise,in its declensions: its construction, its rhet?ric, its idioms, 
its grammar; and by thiS method of study the pupils may, through 
the ((7.erman, acquire a knowledge of German thought, German 
Civilization, and a sympathy with the humanity of which that 
lartg!1age is the exponen~ and the expression. 
'Men outside of the teacher's profe;sion often give opmlOns 
upon methods of teaching. w~ich: if ad~pted, may lead us i~to 
very great difficu~ty; and It IS qUIte um~lse to follow ~hese opm-
·ons.as attihority except with great cautIOn. There IS no more ~n,why teachers should adopt the opinions of men in other 
professions upon methods of .tea~hing then that those .men shoul.d 
adopt our op~nions a~ authonty m mat~ers that pertam t? their 
vocations. We should .so study the philosophy of" educatIOn that 
we may be authority in our own domain. 
REVIEWS. 
(hI11u Roatilo Ridus. Hints for clerks and young business men. By W. 
H. Maher. published by r Fred Waggoner, Chicago. Price $1.50. 
Thisis a book written in a pleasant style, and full of important 
hints to the young man just entering business. It begins with 
advice to the boy just leaving home, speaks of the relative ad-
vantages of a business life in the city and the country, of the ne-
:¢essity that a boy should be willing to do what is ' asked of him, 
whether directly in the line for which he waS hired or not, if he 
:would be sure of pleasing his employers, and ultimately succeed- ' 
ing in gaining a better situation, and then takes up every position 
ip Inercantil~ life successively until manhood is reached, and a 
successful career is accomplished. It is evidently written by a 
1)tisiness man wh9 knows what he says, and means to give some 
d)1~l1CIU, advice for every-day use . 
• The chapter on advertising is sensible, !1P9 !19.v9ci1te1>~th~ b~ll-
efits of advertising from a business man's stand-point. The au-
thor is greatly in favor of editorial notices, and says a marked 
paper sent out containing a good advertisement and local notice 
is always opened and read, while often a circular receives no at-
tention except a toss into the waste basket. The author says 'also, 
that often it is not the fault of the advertising medium, that the 
advertisement brings no returns, but more that of the person 
who "got up" the plan of the advertisement and the display de-
sired. 
The book also contains good ' advice concerning a business 
man.'s amusements and habits. We can heartily recommend it to 
any boy or man just entering business, and it couldn't be 'read by 
anyone without receiving some good suggestions in relation to 
making or spending money. 
It is bound in elegant style, with black and gold ornamenta-
tion. 
THE DUTY OF COUNTRY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
Commissioner C. D. Elmer, of Suffolk county, New York, in 
announcing his program of teachers' examinations for next Aug-
ust, thus exhorts the teachers of his county. We publish his 
words as an inspiration both t6 teachers and superintenden'ts. 
They show the tendency of the public school work in the Empire 
State, and;wiJI be encouraging to many a county superintendent 
in the West: 
TEACHERS: The demand for more efficient and \horough instruction is 
rapidly increasing. The spirit of pr()gre.;s ha; taken a firm hold on educa· 
tional matter.;, and a decided change is manife.;t. The people are no longer 
willing that the training of their children shall be eptrusted to incompetent 
persons. Educators, also, are fast finding out that something ~ore than mere 
abstract rules, or subtile definitions, or endless pages of dry facts, is essential 
to prepare the young to successfully grapple with the rigid realities of life. 
Common Sense has long since shown that knojVledge crammed· miscella· 
neously into young minds comesforth, in future results, in the same absurd and 
impracticable manner. A curriculum of study, prepared simply with a view 
to discipline the whole mind, or to train certain faculties, with no ref,(rence to 
tile future career of the recipient, will, I trust, ere long be exhibited only as 
other fossils are-as m~mentos of the past. 
The kRowledge which this busy age is reaching out after is the practical: 
The great problem in education to-day, seeking a speedy solution, is How to 
train and instruct children so that they shall know in what way to rightly use 
and enjoy all the 'wond~rful sources of knowledge, which the Great Archi· 
tect has scattered so bountifully around us. And how can use and enjoyment 
Le possible where ignorance shuts out the bright light of wisdom? And how 
shall they learn to acquire true knowledge unless they shall have correct 
teaching? Evidently, not he thafimparts the greatest amount of knowledge 
to his pupils is the most successful teacher; but he that rightly develops with· 
in thein the ability to gain all kinds of knowledge, for themselves, in after 
years. 
To meet the demand of the age our common schools must be brought to . 
that standard of excellence which the needs of the peopl~ require. All of 
the essential qualificalions which make the successful teacher must be' rigidly 
insisted upon. Careful deliberation tells me of no ~ore feasible way of im-
proving our schools than to advise you that you must .Ihoroug'lly . prepare · 
yoursdves for your future wvrk. You mu;t become well versed in the vari-
ous branches of s.udie; indicated. in this Program; you must possess eithe. a 
natural, or acquired, ability to impart this knowledge; y()u must be good or-
ganizers and classifier; , and must possess the P9wer to succes~fu'lly govern 
your schools. A failure in any of these points vitiates your work a' leachers. 
You may have the requisite knowledge, yet what aV,lils that, if you have no 
tact, or ability to implfl it? You may have the proper qualific.tions and the 
ability to teach, but if your pJwer to govern is feeble, S~lD)e of you, by sad 
experience, know what pitiable failures are the results. Knowledge, ability 
to teach, tact to classify and organize, and power to govern, all combine to 
make the true and successful instructor. ' . 
, Let me urge you, then, to begin at once to study the first subject prff( n·. 
ed on t~is Program; and'do not abate your work until y<.u have srquill d a, 
r 
.. ~ /' 
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thorough, if not a complete, knowledge of all the topics therein presented. 
Close application, for the many weeks you have hefore the examinations shaH 
take place, will enable you to become so weH versed in these simple require-
ments that you can do justice to yourselves, credit to your Commissioner, 
and can win the plaudits of your patrons. 
Please examine carefuHy the foHowing points, resting assured that they wiJI 
be strictly and impartiaUy enforced • 
I. The School law says : Every Commissioner shaH have powtr, and it 
shaU be his dutyto rt-txamint any teacher holding his, or his predecessor's 
certificate. 
2. All persons intending to teach the coming year, and aU teachers holding 
any Commissioner's certificate, expired, or unexpired, of any grade, must be 
present nt these examinations. 
3. AU teachers holding a certificate given by me, or by my predecessor, or 
by any other Commissioner, are hereby notified t·, appear before me for reo 
examination, as herein specified; as their certificate will be treated as nuU and 
void after September I, 1879-
4- Certificates wili be granted after examinations, and then for proper qu al -
ifications only. 
S. Do not ask the Commissioner to show you. any sptcialfavoT in obtaining 
a cerlificlte ; aU are nis friends, and aU sh all be treated alike. Favoritism is 
the passport of sneaks-1IZanlintSs the teacher's royal high-way to perferment. 
Win your certificate by knowledge and experience, or le'!-ve the teachers' 
ranks, and seek other employment wherein you will be likely to do less real 
injury. 
6. Do not stay away from these stated examinations, thinking a private one 
. will be less difficult and thorough. The Commissioner promises all such that 
one trid will be quite sufficient to satisfy them on that point. His efforts to 
improve the efficiency of teachers and to raise the standard of our ' schools 
are attended,with great expense of hme, money, and labor. To both teach-
·ere and people he is trYlOg to do his ;plain dutv,-and he intends that you 
shall do yours, too • . 
7. Teachers! Your lesson is before you. Yo'ur Commissioner only asks 
of you. what you require of your pupils-a perfect recitation. He expects 
defects; but no failures. He will cheerfully aid you in every way possible, 
as he desires all to be successful. 
SOUTHOLD, N. Y., May 15, 1879. 
Practical Department. 
LITERAT URE IN THE COMMON SCHOOLS. 
GEORGE A. COQUlLLET'f, Woodstock, III. 
A'MONG tl1e various studies which engage the attention of the common school teacher, I hold that of reading to_ be the 
most important. It is in the reading class that he meets his first 
di fficulty, and he usually pronounces it the dryest study he has 
anything to do with, except, perhaps, that of grammar. 
He knows from sad experience how hard it is to get up any-
thing like a lively interest in it, especially if, as is the case in a 
large number of our district schools, there has been no change 
of text-books during the history of the school. From the old 
books the charm of novelty and freshness is gone, and we all 
know what a powerful agent this is in fixing the attention of the 
child, and for that matter the attention of children of a larger 
growth as well. 
New thoughts and new combinations stimulate tpe mind to 
greater activity; just as.the beholding of pew sights ·and sceneries 
stimulate the imagination. I think it is Joseph Cookwho speaks 
of the "honey-dew of thought, II and, indeed, the_ conception of 
new 'thoughts imparts such an electric thrill to the intellectufLl . 
nature as does the taste of some rare delicacy to .the palate. 
- The question now is, How shall we furnish the pupil with fresh 
- matter for his consideration? By a frequent change of text-
-books? That is practically impossible. Many wide-awake 
teachers have devised various means for meeting this want. Some 
take the text-book 'and, in assigning a lesson, request the pupils ~ 
to underscore certain words which they may point . out, ana at 
the next lesson tell an they can concerning their derivation, sig-
nification; etc. ; . or, if the selection be 'of an historical 01' 
biographical character, to learn all they can of the .subject out-
side of the book and be prepared to tell it in the class if called 
upon. 
Others use the newspapers in their Glass and, by so doing, net 
only excite an interest in the reading exercise but also lead the 
pupil to take a lively interest in the events of the day.. Al!d 
right here let me observe that our country has no more potent 
instrument of education than the newspapers, old-fogyism and 
classicism to the contrary notwi thstanding. 
Either of the two methods I have mentioned is excelleD.t. 
but when these as well as any other methods which may ha.ve 
·oceured·to you fail to create an 'interest in the exercise, .. then the 
rearling of standard work, of literature may be introduced w:ith 
good ·effect. Do not understand me to say that I ' would h~ve 
you ignore the use of the text-book altogether,-:-that is ~seful in 
teaching the theoretical part of the art; but the ,plan I have 
mentioned i~ .an excellent way of applyillg what has been SO 
learned. 
By the reading of some connected work the attention ' of the 
pupil is arrested and held to the end; whereas, in reading a 
short selection in his reading-book he gets but a Jew, discon-
nected, unsatisfaCtory glimpses of an author and his work. And 
then there is a .vast amount of general information to be gained 
by such a course of reading, especially if the pupil IS required to 
thoroughly master every lesson, which he will the more readily 
do if once really interested in it. 
Suppose, for instance, that Scott's Lady of the Lake,-and 
this is an excellent one to begin on,-is the work under' cOIi~id­
eration. The pupil will not only learn many interesting facts of 
history with which this poem is connected, but wil~ also ' learn 
much concerning the manners, customs, and religion . of the 
Scotch as a people, and of the geographical and topographical 
features of the country in which the scene of the poem is laid. 
Each of these may serve as a topic to be talked over by the 
different members of the class, each one being encouraged- to 
tell all he knows in connection 'with it. 
The most common objection that will be raised to· this plan, I 
am ,veil aware, is the cost of the books thus required. Bilt ·,this ·· 
objection is fairly met in . the number of cheap libraries now 
being issued from a number of the large cities, such as the Lake-
side, for instance, where the cost of a book is reduced to a mere 
nominal sum_ While I do not endorse all borks publisJleq in 
these libraries, nor even a .majority of them, yet the teacher, by 
a careful selection, may find works admirably suited to his 
purpose. 
Thus far I have considered the subject only as regards the 
immediate benefits to the pupiL But there is a far broader view 
to be taken of it. Its effects upon the character of the individual 
do not terminate in the school·room. The taste for good litera-
ture th~s acquired will continue with him in after ' years' and 
exert an influence for good upon his whole subsequent life: ' It 
will cultivate a higher standard of taste among the masSes and . 
prove the surest safe guard against the · demoralizing influence of 
that cheap, trashy, blood-and-thunder literature with which the 
.land is flooded. 
Will any reader of the WBEKLY give the botanical name of the. c:oJIiDaoR 
house-plant knoWn as the dew-plant? S.O.& 
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GEOMET'RICAL SOLUTION. 
R~l!lRlID.-The formula for the radius of three equal insqribed circles 
tangent to each other and tangent to the circumscribed cirde." , 
Let R= Radius of large circle and ,; its center 
"r= . "small (Ual ~ 
_ By the geometrical proposition that" L ints drawn from Ilu anglts of a trio 
tlffglt 10 Ilu 'middlt OJ tIlt oppositt s;~tS mutually tristd .'ach other ;': we know 
that oc+ioc or ioc=altitude of a trtangle formed by lines connecting centers 
of small circles. 
Also 1/4r'-y2 or 1/31"= altitude of triangle. 
.'. 1/3y2=loc, from which we lind 
11/31" or 2~3;,. or ,21/t ' · or r2l/1=oc, 
As R= oc+r, we have 
R= 1:z1/1 +1', from which 
R= 1'(2\'1 +I)' 
R 
•• r=2I/l +1 
' D. H , DAVISON. 
MINONK, ILL. 
PROBLEMS. 
I . At the acute angles of a right.angled isosceles triangle, light sides being 
each 100 feet, stand monumj!nts respectively 30 and 40 feet high; a monu· 
ent also stands at the right angle being 60 f< et hIgh, Required the length 
~ a ladder to reach the top of each monument without moving the foot. 
o 2. At what rate of interest will one hundrtd dollars, at simple interest ; and 
one dollar, at compound interest; each amount to the same sum in one hun-
dred years? 
3. Three market women having respectively 20, 29, and 3<; oranges, sell 
them at the same rates and each receives the same am~u.nt of money. At 
"hat ~tcs do they sell? And what ~um does each receIve? 
D.H.D. 
1/111" Edilors of llu WitHy; 
Will you please give me, Ihrough the WEEKLY, , 
. 'Fhe correct pronunciation of Disratli-and ~: The correct manner of reading tbe foll0'Ying fraction, .th, and much 
bl' Yours Respectfully, MRS. HUTCHINGS. o Ige, 
BKLl.K PLAINE, June I, 1879· 
ANSWER. 
POETRY AND PROPER NAMES, 
(The former assisting you to 'pronouoce the latter.) 
There dwelt an old cobbler at Bromley, 
And he had a daughter so comely, 
That though he was poor 
And SNOOKS for name bore 
That name she relinquished for C tiOLMO~DELY, 
A small barber shaved f.,r ' a penny; 
His shop was the pride of Kilkenny , 
He hung out his pole 
Along with a scroll, 
Whereon was inscribed ADERGAVENNY, 
A school wa. for boys kept at E'sham, 
By one who k~ew not how to teach '<m; 
Vet his line he could trace 
To a generou. race; 
Th"is poor pedagogue called him'elf BEAUCHAMP. 
There is choice of 11 great many large banks, 
For those with their money who charge banks. 
And one I would trust 
With the whole of my "dust," 
Need I say it is. yours, Messr:;. MAR}ORIBANKS? 
A soldier may genius or dunce be ; 
But either can slain only once be, 
As one was whose name 
Is worthy of fame ; 
That hero of Waterloo, PONSONBY. 
[Thanks should be returned to Punch for so happy assistance in rendering 
"hij!h" English.] 
-M. De Lesseps has already commenced Ihe formation of a company to 
construct the tide·level inter·oceanic canal from Colon to Aspinwall, across 
the Isthmus of Darien, the route selected by the International Congress. The 
company which obtained the concession from the government of Colombia, 
and made arrangements with the Panama railroad, will turn over their cbar· 
ters to the new organiZltiou for a proper consideration, so that the new 
company may start fair and square. M. De Lesseps goes to Panama via r-rew 
Vork, to take out the lirst spadeful of earth by the first of January, 1880. 
NEW BOOKS FOR TEACHERS. 
[Compiled from the Pubhshers' Weekty.] 
A", 6 •• 1t """,ed i .. '''" Ihl ""y 6"61"i,,,d 6y I~rdiq llu Irice t. llu ""Ii.". 
ers ljTHB EDUCATIONAL WBBKLY.] 
BAKER, G. hi ed. Reading club and handy speaker: serious, humorous, pathetic, 
patriotic and dramatic selections in prose and poetry for readi ngs and recitations, 
no 6. Bost., Lee b Slupard, 1879. .'103 p. 16mo. d ., 
50 selection:; from EhJ.ah "'KeHogg, Mark T wa " , J ohn G. Saxe, 1tfax Adeler, Lover, 
KIt : Putnam Osgood, J osh Oiiings, Nora c'erry and olhers . . 
BU RCHARD. O R. Two months in Europe: record ora summer vacation abro."d. 
!)yrncusc, N. Y . Dav s. ,Bardu 4 & 0", 1879' 168 p. nrno. pap. 
Account of a two months tour through Great Britain, Gemany,ltaly, Switzerland. 
~~r~:i tS~h~O\~ .. !:ld~:i~:N ~x~~n<;,e of ab n it ~Soo. Author, inSl~ctor in the State 
DR.URY .. E: Ja. Comical French Grammal': or, French in :m amusing point of 
v1ewl.. being extractic, fanta .. tic . i ' iomatic, methodic. phlegmatic, theatric a nd graph-
ic. HO .. t .; Estes & L'Iuri ,t, 1879. 104 p . it. 16mo d . , .. 
Contains aU rules, explanations, etr.., De essary for an acquisition of a sure 'ounda-
ti"n of the French lan~uage in a month; examples iIIustr.&ted by humorou, p ictures in 
text; ext r~cts for readiDg; also a facetious di .. r.ertation on education in gel1eral. 
D ICK, W: B. Recitations ~nd readings, no, 2. N. Y. Dz'ck & Jtit.rn-altl,1877. 
178 p 160 • cl , SOc.; pap. . 
HAME RTON, Phillip Gilbert and others. Higher education and a common lan-
gU'1gc. N . Y. , A . S Bar"es & C.:C1. (,879,) 120 p. Bvo. (Atlas ser., no. 9) 
pap; .' 
fo;:f:t~~h!:t;~~iti:~ u;r:::~r-c!;~~ ~ Ip~~ff~c~h~ ' '?Wd~~f~h·:n6re~te.~d 
Laun classics, by C Elliott; ·f.heuniversity system an Ital v: by Prof. Angelo de Gu-
bematis; Universal education. by Ray l'almer; Industrial art e duc.luon in the U. S. 
by Eaton S. Drone. 
LEFFINGW ELL, Rro, C W" ed, Reading book of Eoglish classics for use in 
schools . N. Y .• G. P. Put"am's Sons, tg79. '12° d. 
NIGHTINGALE; A. F ., ea. Handbook of requirement' for admlssion to the col-





I. Diz·rA/el-li. , SHAKESPEARE. W: Tragedy of Hamlet; w;th introd, and notes explanatory and 
'". Th • .tV.'our five thousand and fifths. critical, for use in schools and cla. ... , by Rev , H, N, HucL.on, Bast" Gi"" 6-
.. .. .. 1 I' Hlat4 . 1879. dt"2S8 p sq. 16 mo, (Annotated English classics.) cl . , 
New edition from new stereotype plates. wi th addition of introd. and critical notew 
' 1 f b ' b f: Introd. di i cusses: hi5tory of play; source of plot; general characteristics: political ba-
':-The June Allantic has an article on the perl s 0 uylng a orse, rom .is ofacuon; Hamlin's madness, hisallege<\ defee, of will why he doe.·no, .trlke the 
the 
.,-;al pen of Mr. W. D. Howells. Some of the humorous features of king. etc ; the characters of Lacrtea, the kin" ghost, Horatio, Polonius Qphella 
........ queen, etc. Explanatory Dotes at bottom of page; critical notes (21 p.)' at eod of 
tIIiI YcrJ risky operation are here detailed with much zest. ~ volume, 
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Educational Intelligence. 
THE STATES. 
WISCONSIN.-The Milwaukee Female College and Markham's Academy 
for boys are two thorough. going and flourishing institutions. We have never 
,heard that either was jealous of the Milwaukee high school. 
The Racine College boys who precipitated the "glorious fourth" upon 
Westcott and his high school are under arrest. A peck of bursting fire-crack. 
ers suddenly projected into the midst of a quiet and wholly absorbed body of 
scholars is likely to extemporize a circlls anywhere, but with the voluble, ex· 
plosive, and pyrotechnical Westcott as ring-master, the show must have been 
unriYalled. 
The policy of pringing from abroad lecturers at great expense for the en· 
tertllinment and instruction of the members of the State Teachers' Association, 
seems to be a wholly absurd one. The two hom~ lecturers we had last year 
s,t Geneva were eminently satisfactory, and Dr. G. P. Nieholsof:. Milwaukee, 
and Prof. J. J. Blaisdell, of Beloit College, will, at La Crosse, prove them-
selves entitled to· speak to any body of men and women "the state contains. 
The entire program this year is promising; and none the less because it pro-
, vides f~r a banquet and an excursion on the river from La Crosse to Winona 
in the afternoon, and back by moonlight. 
Prof. J. H. Chamberlin of Black River Falls, after two years of hard and 
successful work in the high school, will soon remove his family to Beloit and 
after vacation go to Vale College for a post.graduate course. We believe h~ 
intends to study in Europe a while alio before returning to our ranks again. 
lAst week Monday afternoon Regent MacAlister came out from Milwaukee 
with an immense collection of rare and valuable etchings ana engravi nga 
and gave a delightful hour's talk about them to the teachers and students of 
the Whitewater Normal School. In the evening the faculty of the School, 
the Art Club, and a goodly number of village art-Iovel's spent two or three 
b.ours at the President's house in a closer and mOre satisfactory study of the 
c<?llectioil. 
The following from the Wllitewater Register explains itself: Some months 
since we mentioned the fact that two splendid engravings of Longfellow and 
Bryant bad been hung on the walls of the Assembly room at the Normal 
Scbool. The ornamentation of the room has been further advanced Qle past 
week by adding four busts of tbe pbilosophers and poets, Socrates, Plato, 
Sbakespeare, and Milton. Pres. Steams bas made the reception of tbe 
busts memorable and pleasant by putting one in place each night and accom-
panying the act by a twenty minutes talk upon the character of the person 
represented. 
The State University sent out only nineteen grad!!ates in all its courses ex· 
. ccpt. Law. . The law class did not present any public exercises as it did last 
year. Hon. Moses M. Strong delivered the annual address. 
The Broadllead jndepindent says the schools closed in good shape under 
Principal Rait and that the total enrollment the past year was . 418. Prof. 
Rait goes to Kansas prospecting. 
The Necedah school hoard did a handsome thing .the other day when tbeir 
schools closed. They requested their entire corps of teachers to continue in 
their respective places at the same salaries for the next year, besides congrat-
Illaling them upon the success of· the past year's work. 
ILLlliOls.-A special term for teachers wili open at Lee's Male and Fe·male 
A.cademy at Lou, the last Monday in July, and continue five weeks. The 
regular fall term will open tbe first Monday in October. Th~ special term 
. will be of advantage to those who wish to teach next fall. 
Mr. Thea. Adelmann, of Marine, has been elected superintendent of the 
Highland schools, in place of A. Naegeli, resigned. Mr. Adelmann is a 
teacher of experience,. and will be a credit to the Highland schools. Their 
annual session is ten months. . 
The Anna 5&11001 '.Journal, whic~ ha.~ heretofore been issued as a local 
journal; bas gone through fire and come out refined and strengthened. April 
27 It was "burned out," and now re-appears as a semi· monthly, with the more 
ambitious title of "Illinois School Journal." May it have a generous ·support 
and accomplish much good. Price, 'I per year; published by E. D. Wilson 
&·Co., Alina, Ill. , 
Graduating class at Blackburn University, Carlinville, numbered six . . 
The !ollowiui is a P!'-rjlal program of the Illinois PrinCIpals' Association, 
• ~hlcli meets at Peoria, July I, and :Z: nu.day. '.July 1,9-30 A. M. ~. Ad-
dress of Welcome, by Edward Hine, · Esq., Secretary of the Board of Educa-
tion, Peoria. 2. Re>ponse by J. H. Freeman, of Polo, PreSIdent of the As· 
sociation. 3. ' President's . Address. 4. Appointment of Com.:nittees and 
Miscellaneous Business, 5. Paper-Truant Schools, L . W. Parish, Principal 
of the Rock Island high school. Discussion,-opened by M. Andrews, Suo 
perintendent of Schools, Galesburg. 
Evening Session.-Banquet at ·the Peoria House. . The following persons 
will be present and respond to appropriate toasts: Gov. Cullom; M!ss Sarah 
E. Raymond, Superintendent of schools, Bloomington; J. Mahony, Principal 
of Washington school, Chicago; H. L. Boltwood, of Ottawa; i'rof. Piper, of 
Illinois a nd Iowa. The program for the evenin.\!: is not yet complete, and 
will not be presented i~ full until the first day of the session. 
Wednesday.-1. Paper.-The High School Question, by A.F. Nightingale, 
principal of high school. Lake View. Discussion opened by H. L. Bolt· 
wood, principal of high school, Ottawa. 2. Address.-Hon. James P. Slade, 
State Superintendent ):,ublic Instruction. 3. Paper.-Industriil Education, 
by Dr. J. M. Gregory, President Industrial U~iversity. Disc~ion opened 
by S. H. White, principal of Peoria County Normal. 4. Election of officers. 
Arrangements are being made for an excursion late Wednesday afternoon and 
evening. . 
The following railroa:~s wilf return members at one-fifth fare: Illinois Cen. 
tral; Chicago, Rock Island, and ·Pacific; Chicago, Burlington, and Quiucy; 
Peoria and Rock Island; Toledo, Peoria, and Wabash; and all the other 
roads centering at Peoria. Members goini on the main line of the Illinois 
Central must change cars at EI Paso. The hotels will entertain members at 
SI.50 per day. The headquarters of the Executive Committee will be at the 
Peroia House. 
Twelve graduates from the West Side high school·at Champaign. Their 
certificates admit them, without further examination, to the State University. 
Principal T. L. Evans and his ten assistants have been reengaged for next 
year. 
The pupils of the public school at Wheaton, under the principalship o·f L. 
S. Kilborn, gave an entertainment last Friday evening, for the benefit uf their 
reference library fund. Mr. Kilborn returns, we understand, to Marshall 
. county, and the legal voters of Wheaton, to the number of 202 (out of a total 
of ·239), have signed a p~tition in very strong terms asking for the appoint-
ment of Mr. G .. H. Thrasher as principal, The high school enrolls abuut 30 
pupi.,"-
Graduating exercises at Hyde Park high school June 13. Supt. Lewis, in 
presenting the diplomas, remarked that Hyde Park should have a new high 
schcol building at once, and all the people tesponded amen. . 
Miss Stella Duffield,· of Chicago high school, has passed her examination 
With a remarkable record. She lives over five miles from the school building, 
and yet has not missed a day or been a moment late for four years. In a class 
of sixty·five graduates she is graded at 100 in every study, and takes the hon-
ors. Such a record of promptness and faithfulness throug h so longie dpni -
seldom made. 
The Coles county teachers'institute will convene in Charleston, July · 14: 
and continue one week. The institute will be free, and without expense to 
the county. T. J. Lee is county superintendent. 
Graduation exercises at the Cook County Normal June 27. 
. Nineteen young men and four ladies graduated at the State University 
June II. 
Eleven graduates at Mt. Carmel Seminary June 10. 
A teachers' meeti.ng was held at Elizabeth, Jo Daviess county, on the 7th 
inst., at which time a teachers' association was formed with th~ following 
named persons as officers: President, Principal Robt. Lindsay, of Elizabeth 
Vice President, A. H. Nash; Secretary, Principal W. H. Gardner, of Hano; 
ver. The attendance was small, but the teaebers present were interested. · I~ 
was decided to hold the next meeting at Eilzabeth, on the 21st inst.,.from 2 
to 5 P. M., with recitations in grammar conducted by Miss Alvina SnodgrasS; 
arithmetic, by Robt. Lindsay; reading, by Rev. Liberton, formerly a teacher 
in Carroll ~ounty, and bistory,·byW. H. Galdner. One half hour is to be oc-
cupied ·by each recitation, and one hour given for theory and practice, ex~~ 
rience meeting, business, etc. An evening session will be held, exercises to 
consist of music and singing, and a discussion on duties and relationa of teach-
ers and parents in the education of-the children, to be opened by Rev. Liber-
ton, followed by Prof. Lindsay and others. 
. ~ . 
OHIO.-John Mickleborough, Esq., principal of the Cincinnati No)ma 
School, was unanimously elected to the position of President of the. ~\( ~hl 0 
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Farmers' College, College Hill, at a meeting of the Board of Trustees held 
on the 30th ult., vice Rev. J. B. Smith, resigned. 
Most of the annual Commencements in the forty colleges have been held 
with no marked falling off in the number or ability of the graduates, or the 
~cellence of their graduating performances. 
0nly "partial returns" are in from the high school Commencements ; but 
we have a f~w notes. Newark sent out twenty.eight, the largest class ever 
iraciuated there. During the last three months the class was under the im-
medi.de instruction of Superintendent J . C. Hartzler, wh" is accounted one 0 
the most accomplished instructors in the state. The Lima class numbered 
eigJ.1teen, including one colored youth, the fir,it to graduate from that school. 
Salem high school, eight graduates; Seville, two. ' 
At Salem, the entire corps of instructors for next yeu has already been 
elected, including Superint"ndent G. N. Carruthers and PrincIpal E. J, God-
frey. Similarly at Lancaster, with the exception of Principal W. E, Dennis 
of t~e hlgh,scho; l, who resigns to take a place ill the State N,lCmal Scholl at 
O.hkosh, Wisconsin. At Lancaster a prop "i lion is b"fure the Buard of Edu-
cation, with strong probabIlities of SUCC"iS, to aholish the colored school as a 
leparate department, and scatter its pupils through the othtr schools, 
Akron reelects the veteran Findley, formerly of the Cleveland schools, as 
~uperintendent; at $2,000 a year. 
T~e Ladi Sch~ol Board choose Prof. Thomas, of Worthington, as princi-
pal for tbe next year-
Miss Irene Brown has had to resign her place as second assistant in the 
Mann higb school, To' edo, by reason of ill health. 
'Superintendent S. H. Herriman, formerly of the public schools at Flushing 
and Flint, Michigan, has resigned his post at West Richfield, after five years' 
faithful service. He leaves much regretted, and will prob lbly return to the 
work \D Michigan. 
A unique entertainment was given at Fostoria on Saturday evening, 14th 
iDlt., for the purchase of a large flag for the public school building. All the 
readings, recitations, declamations, music, etc., were exclusively by resident 
graduates of the high school. Complimentary tickets were sent to all the old 
aoldiers !If the town, and their wives. 
An excellent meeting of the Northeastern Ohio Teachers' ASSOCiation was 
held in the City Hall at Warren on Saturday. the 14th, with the following 
program: I. Penmanship, A. P. Root, Cleveland; 2. The Art of Ques. 
tioning, Prof. Geo. II. White, Oberlin ; 3· Class Exercise in Elocution, Miss 
A. R. Luse, Warren l 4· Handling Children, Prest. B. A. Hinsdale, Hiram; 
S. The Schoolmaster, Hon. J. J . Burns, State School Commissioner, Colum-
bus. The revised course of study, carefully incubated by a competent com-
mittee, was a\;o distributed at this meeting. 
IOWA.-Nineteen graduates from the Clinton high school, and a grand 
gala; day for the citizens. Supt. Sabin's address to the class was in his usual 
elpquent and forcible style. 
Commencement day proper of Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, will occur on 
the 26th. 
In Wilton; the salary of the principal of the schools has heen reduced from 
'1,000 to'7oo'per year. Wcll, Wilt-on. 
The Washington public schools closed May 30. The enrollment for the 
year was 745; average attendance, 547.2 ; number of tardinesses, 54; number 
neither absent nor tardy, 88; number of visitors, 513; perc~ntage of att end· 
c:nce, 95.5; of punctuality, 99,9. This is a most creditable showing. S:·1'I . 
Le~ ha;s no superior as a teacher and' superintendent, in the state. 
~ Decorah, enrolled 588 pupils for the month of May, and had a aver.lga at-
tendance of 462. Mr. H. L. Coffeen is principal of the schools. 
Thcre were no cases of tardiness during the month ending June 6, in the 
McG-rcgoD high, two grammar, and two primary schools. The number of 
tardiIJ'esses in all the schools was 10. The average attendance for the month 
was 33e. 
Supt. Fort, of Jackson county, has issued a neat pamphl~t giving the course 
of study to be pursued in the Normal Institute, course of historical lectures, 
, coursc of study for the schools 01 Jackson county, plan of normal institutes, 
aDd otjlcr valuable items. Messrs. Boltwood and Bowman and Miss Oakey 
are the instructors. Supt. Fort is a wide-awake officer, and the coming ses-
lion of his, institute will, without doubt, be a complete success. ' 
• Thc Univ~rsity Junior class contest resulted as follows : First prize ('15) , 
- Mr. Harry Truesdale, whose subject was "Bryant the Poet." Second prize, 
~IO) Mr. Charles Hunt, subject "Fau~t." 
Thc Iowa City p,.ess says: 
"In Clinton the high school commencem~nt was held in the Opera H(>use 
,and 2000 people were present. In Marshalltown the Opera House was used-
for the same purpose, an~ was crowded, afternoon and evening. The high 
schools of Iowa are commg to the front." 
The same exchange also says: 
"The~e are i~ this. republic at this minute several hundr 'd thousand moth-
ers ~ckm~ the I r brains to de vis,: costumes for the girl graduates, who will 
st~p ~nto hfe from _the stage of high schools, academies. universities, and in-
slttutlOns of l~armng clear .up to the great and female Vassar. If all the 
yards ~f bunhng, su~mer Silk, and Swiss, that wi\l be flung to the breeze of 
entnuslasltc applause tn thes~ June days could be sewed into one great hanner 
what a magmficent standard It would be to fly over our American school sys-
tem!" 
The School directors of Buchanan county met in convention at Indepen. 
dence May 31, and discussed school matters with much earnestness and great 
profit. Supt. Parker deserves much credit for his energy and , enterprise in 
arranging this meeting. An association was formed, and Supt. Parker was 
chosen president, and City Superintendent Elden was elected Secretary The 
association wi\l hold its next meeting the first Saturday in September. 
The Independence high school held interesting graduating exercises last 
week. Diplomas were awarded to nine pupils. • 
MICHIGAN.-Graduates of the Flint high school enter the State University 
this year on diploma. 
Dr. Manly Miles, formerly of the State Agricultural Uollege, is about to 
take charge of an experimental farm in Orange county, New York. 
Commencement at the State University ; Saturday, June 21\ 9 A. M.-Ex-
amination of, candidates for admission. Sunday, June 22, 4 P. M.-Bacca-
laureate address by Rev. Dr. Cocker. Monday, June 23.-Examination of \ 
candidates for admission; University field day, athletic exercises by students 
on the fair grounds. first session 9 to 12, second session 3 P. M. to 6. Tuesday, 
June 24, 10 A. M.-Annual meeting of the Board of Regents; 10 A. M., cla.'S 
day exercises; oration by J. F . Millspaugh. poem by E. P. Anderson; 3 P. M. , 
exercises on the campus; 8 P. M., reception in University Hall by the gradu-
ating class. Wednesuay, June 25.-Alumni day. Special reunions of the 
classes of '59, '64, '73, '76; 2 P, M., husiness meeting of the alum~i in the . 
chapel; 4 P . M., alumni oration in University Hall, by Rev. Nathaniel West, 
D .D"class of 1846; 8' P.M.,reception in University Hall by the University s'en-
ate. Thursday, June 26.- Tbirty,fifth annual commencement. 9 A.M., the ,pro-
cession will form in front of the Law huilding; 10 A, M., commencement ~x­
ercises, an ,address by President Angell, to be followed by the conferring of 
degrees; 1.30 P. M., oommencement dinner for the alumni and guests of the 
University; 8 P. M" President's reception at the residence of President Angell • • 
Commencement at the Normal School; Friday evening, June zo.-Concert . 
of the Musical Union and Normal Cl:dir, at Normal Hall. Saturday evening, 
June 21.-Public exercises of the Normal Zealots, at Normal Hall. SUJlday 
evening, June 22 -Baccalaureate sermon, by the principal, at the Presbyterian 
Church. Monday evening, June 23,-Public exercises of the Normal Pleiades, 
at Normal Hall. Tuesday evening June 24.-Graduating exercises of the 
common school class, at Normal Hall. Wednesday morning, June 25.-
Graduating exercises of the classes from the,higher courses, at Normal Hall. 
The Monroe seminary recently held its c )mmencement exercise, and grad-
uated five. 
The third annual state central teachers' institute will be held at Lansing, 
July 8 '11, under the direction of the .Superintendent of ,Puhlic Instruction. 
T wenty ufthe most experienced and successful institute workers of the state 
" :ve been engaged to present briefly the different top,ics that will be considered, 
and members of the institute ~ill participate in subsequent discussions. 
The Michigan association of supenntendents of ,city and graded schools 
meets at the same time and ,place upon call of its president, Supt. W. 8.. 
Payne of Adrian. 'Every person in charge of a graded school is entitled io 
membership in this association. ' 
The following topics have been proposed for discus.ion: I. The teachet-'. 
tenure of office. 2. The Superintendent's province. 3. C~urS~ of, study (or 
graded schools. 4. Methods of teaching English in lower grades. 5 . • Th~ 
need of more men and less women .as teachers. 6. Reading in advanced' 
'classes. 7. Miscellaneous reading under the teacher's ' supervision. 8. ' The 
need of instruction in Folitical Science, 10. Do, we need a State Education-
al Journal? II. The importance of the Hudy of words. 12. Can the Kin· 
dergarten be ingrafted on the public school? 13. The misuse of Lihrary 
funds. 14. Books uf Reference for school-toom use. 15. The conduct'of 
.teachers'meetings. W. H. PAYNE; } ' 
A. J. DANIELS, Ex-CoJ!llllittte. 
C. S. BAKKR.! . 
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The Howell high school graduates four, June 26. 
_ The Lapeer school board is considering a plan for establishing a separate 
school course to be known and conducted as a " practical course," and to be 
entirely different from the regular course. 
The St. Johns high school graduates seven this year. 
The Adrian high school graduates thirty-five pupils this year. 
A telescope with a ' five-inch glass has been ordered from Clark & Sons, of 
Boston, for the State Agricultural College at Lansing. 
We clip the following from the Lansing Rtpuo/ican ,' "An act to enlarge 
and define the duties of the state board of education." By this act the state 
board is authorized to examine and license such persons as, upon a thorough 
and ,cri,tical examination, may be found to po.sess eminent scholarship and 
professional ability, to teach in any of the schools of the state for a period of 
tcn years. The state board of education, by this act, is also directed to pre-
pare que.tions suitable for the examin ,tion of teachers, whtch are to be fur-
nished by th~ Superintendent of Public Instruction to such officers as are by 
law authorized to examine teachers. This act does uot take effect until Sep. 
tember I . ' 
\ Section 107 of the primary school law is so cban~d th~t ~ reafter ~e ~u­
'pervisor shall assess upon the taxable property of hIS townshIp one mIll (IO-
stead of two mills) upon each $1 of the valuation thereof in each year. 
Section '45 of the primary school law is amended to read as follows: 
"Every person of the age of 21 years, who has property liable to assessment 
for school taxes in any school district, and who has resided therein three 
months next preceding any school meeting held in said district, or who has 
resided three months next preceding such meeting on any territory belonging 
to luch district at the time of holding said meeting, shall be a qualified voter 
in said meeting; and all such persona, unless aliens, shall be eligible to office 
in iuch IchOoI district. And an other persons who are entitled hy the laws 
of ' this Itate to vote at township and county elections, and who have, for three 
montha, as aforesaid, been residents in said district or upon any territory be-
longing the,reto at the time of holding any school meeting, shan be entitled to 
vote on all questions arising in laid di, trict when the raising of money by tax 
II not In question." • 
Rev. A. T. Pierson of Detroit will deliver the commencement day address 
at the Slate University, June '9. 
Rev. M. W. Darling,ll1te professor of Gr~ek at Albion College, bas accept-
ed a call t6 preach at Elkhart, Ind. 
J . F, MiIllpaugli, of the senior class of the University, has accepted the 
principalship of the Ichools at Frankfort, Ind. 
The teachers employed for next year at Manchestc;r are Prof. Robinson, 
principal; C. F. Field,assistaDt; Miss Minnie HU,nt, Miss Alta Colwell, Miss 
Alice Richmond, and Miss A. E . Sheckell. 
_ Miss Anna M. Cutcheon, teacher of geography, history, and English litera· 
ture in the Slate Normal School. has tendered her re5ignation, in order to ac. 
cept a position in one of the schools of Minnesota. ' 
Albion ~llege has a colleg;ate de~ment, a school of art, an academic 
teachers' department, and a prePllratory department. In the collegiate de. 
partment the Past year there were S6 students ; in the conservatory of' music, 
which is one of the departments of the, school of art, there are 61; and in the 
entir" Ichool, 233. This is an increase of 30 students over the precedingyear, 
and an average attendance of 40 greater than in 1877'78, and 60 over the 
year 1876'77. 
l' ro[olSOl' :;;teere's offer to students of natural history to accompany him on 
hill expedition to the Amazon, this summer, is meeting with general accept. 
ance, the follow:ing persona !iesiring to become members of the party: Frank 
Quinby, Monmouth, Ill., and E. M. Brigham, Battle Creek, members of the 
lilerary department of the University; Emil T enney, Ann Arbor: Professor 
pelos Fall of Albion College; Profellor Warner of G~eva, N. Y.; Dr. Sco. 
ville, Terre Haute, Ind., and J. S. Blair, Galt, dot., of the law class of '76. 
Most I)f these gentlemen go for the purpose of malting private collections or 
c .. Jleetions for inslitutions with which they are connected. 
Supt. Wm. H. Payne, of the Adrian schools, has published in large pam_ 
phlet form of 6S pages a syllabus of a course of twenty-two lectures on the 
"Scienco and Art of 'Feacbing." The buill of the Syllabus is lecture notes 
employed in giving liatruction to a clasl of teachers in the Normal Depart-
ment of Adrian Colleee, during the fall term of 1878. It ill divid'ed into three 
lelies: (I.) ten lectures on the Sciel1cc of Teaching, (2.) ten lectures on the 
Art- of Teaching, (3.) ttn lectures on (a) Contrasts between the Old Educa 
tion and the New, (b) Oriticism of Principles. 
, . , The EfJmi"K NnlJllaYs "there ill to be a new deal in the matter of Ypsi. 
loti union Ichool teachers before the next term opens. R. W. Putnam ill to 
be the new luperlhtendent. 
"THE NUMBER OF STUDIES." 
SUPT. TARBELL, of the Indianapolis public schools, presented a report to the board of education of that city, at its last meet-
ing, showing the capacity of scholars for study at certain ages, and 
the comparative amount of study required of scholars in differ-
ent cities. ,The general interest felt in this subject will justify 
our publication of the report in full . It is as follows: 
The capacity of the child to endure labor is only one of the factors entering 
into the question should fewer studies be pursued. To determine the proper 
number of studies to be carried along contemporaneously we need to consider 
the nature of the child mind, the nature ~f the subjects studied, the objects 
of the stuJy, the conditions under which the tasks are performed, the child's 
capacity for mental work, and the teachings of experience. 
One of the most prominent characteristics of the child, as he presents him. 
self in our fi rst-grade school· rooms, is his utter lack of the power of prolonged 
attention. His body is full of restless movements, and his mind of equally 
fitful wanderings. This fact conditions and limits our efforts, and is an indi-
cation that through exercise of muscle and exercise of brain, to both of which 
the child is irresistibly impelled, all physical and mental development is to be 
secured. His nature craves almost incessant change and endless variety. In 
his free sports he goes' from thing to thing, at nothing long, and all things by 
turns. Sometbing like this should be his work in the school-room ~ So far 
as possible, the cbange and variety which his nature craves should be given; 
hut change implies short exercises and variety, many subjects, and both call 
for many studies or training exercises in the earlier years of the course. 
Indeed, from the consideration of the child's nature merely without tbe 
limitations imposed by other condItions, the question becomes not bow many 
topiCs should be provided, but where can subjects enough be found to suitahly 
fill the school hours ? 
Reading, writing, and numbers are not sufficient to fill the child's craving 
nor the ~hild's capacity. Music, drawing, object lessons, and kindergarten 
occupations are needed, not for themselves simply, but to make the restraints 
of the school·room tolerable. 
The child is at first perceptlve, not reflective, in his mental action, full Of 
impatience and volatility, but yet intensely curious. Perception is a surface 
action of the mind, is capable of speedy change without special fatigue or loss 
of power, while re~ection, judgment, reasoning, later developed, hold by a 
firmer grasp to the object of thought, can not so readily' spring from theme to 
theme, and are worried and fatigued by frequent change. 
In early school life the pupil's mind exhibits a succession of momentary ap-
prehensions, and curiosity being its strongest motor: the gr~~test ~ible va-
riety of subjects should be presented for study. ThIS condlllon of mlDd con· 
tinues to the age of 10 or II years. After this period recollection becomes 
more associative. Reflection, with its associate powers of generalization and 
classification, becomes an influential factor in mental action. Thoughts are 
detained in the mind for comparison or elaboration. That which has entered 
the mind is not so readily dismissed, and therefore changes of lines of thought 
ougbt not so frequently to be made. The several branches of study before 
pursued should now be grouped, similar subjects occurring and a less number 
of variant themes should be presented. As this mental challge progresses the 
consequent changes in course of study should follow until , in the case of the 
matured mind, a single main subject only should occupy attention, with one 
or two side questions of minor import~nce to afford suitable recreation. ' 
An additional reason for a few studies only for those approaching maturity 
is the loss of time incident to,the change from one line of thought to another. 
The mind's grasp of the former thought has to be unclasped, finger by finger, 
painfully lind reluctantly; and it stands disengaged at length, unwilling to 
seize at once upon a new study with sufficient vigor for effective wark. 
Hamertoll', in his "Intellectual Life," says: "In the division of time, it is an 
excellent rule for adults to keep it as ,much as pos.ible ill large masses, not 
giving a quarler of an hour to one occupation and a quarter to another, but 
giving three, four, or five houts to one thing at a time. In the case of chil-
dren an opposite practice should be followed; they are able to change their 
attention from one subject to another much more easily than we can, while at 
the same time th~y can't fix their minds for very long wilhout cerebral fatigue, 
leading to temporaiy incapacity." 
After a child teaches the age of 10 or 12 year~, greater apparent progress 
can for a short time-a year or two-be made with two or three studies than 
with five- or six; but the aggregate of progress will be greater with the larger 
Dumber. 
\ . 
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~e subjects, like geography, can be taken in large do,es; others, like 
~etic, m'!5t.be taken in smaller portions, and well digested. A boy would 
. little more of arithmetic at the age of 15, having studied it exclusively 
the Jast half dozen years, than he would if with the arithmetic he had car-
iled along a fair complement of other work. 
'Almost all subjects of study preient phases which adapt them to the differ-
ent stages of mental growth, and it is the hIghest skill to make this wise ad-
jllltment. But, if the progress of the pupil in knowledge in a particular 
pch exceeds his rate of mental development, he finds he has passed through 
tw, portion of the study adapted to his· development, and is grappling with 
tbit which requires a maturer intellect. The embarrassments of his new po-
lIit!on thicken around him; he seems to grow stupid, forgetful, disappoints his 
"Fly 'PromISe, and at length becomes disheartened. How many classes of 
pIl~ have learned literally nothing of a subject too deep for them during a 
iCllj!s vexatious study? The embarrassing limitation in the communication 
of knowledge is inabilitY on the part of the pupils to receive, and not of the 
-teacher to communicate. 
If a boy's growth and power exceed his knowledge, or if he is soon to leave 
dool, then he should he pressed forward in a few of the more important 
_dies; but if he studies tor gr>wth and has time to grow in, he will attain it 
best with a reasonable variety of work. 
,Again, different studies tend to develop different faculties of the mind. and 
QIIl' Ichool curriCJ1lum ought to contain studies and exercises designed to cuI· 
tivate in due proportion and at the proper time the several important faculties 
of the intellectual man. L _ 
Looking at the matter historically, we find that as schools have become 
more thoroughl~:graded and the system of instruction developed, .the number 
of stilwes pursued by the pupils at a given time has increased. This increase 
PI. a matter C?f present popular complaint, and doubtless is of detriment to many 
papils who remain bnt a few years in the schools. 
There ' are three main causes for this increase : First, the rising claims of 
pew subjects oJ s~hool instruction, such as music. drawing, and elementary 
science. Second, onr knowledge of skillful methods and right adaptation of 
. work to the minds of pupils is greatest in the lowest grades, and we do not 
make the . variation in method and requirement for older pupils which their 
developing powers demand. Third, our schools are planned for those who 
.go jhrough them, rather than for those who go out of them. ' . 
Let us compare the schools of Indianapolis with those of other CIties in 
reference to the question now under consideration. Quring the first three 
. fCI'" of their school life our pupils study reading, spelling, writing, drawing, 
music, num~r, and elementary science (or general lessons or object lesson&)~ 
ip all, seven subjects daily. . 
In'the fourth and fifth years language and geography are added, but the 
gCllera1 lessons are given but twice a week, once in place of language and 
Once in place of geography, making eight recitations per day. . 
After this, penmanship and drawing alternate on the program, reducing the 
' pumber of recitations per day during the sixth, seventh, and eighth years (C., 
B. &lid 1£. grammar) to seven again. 
The fact that geography. is replacecI, by history and this by physiology makes 
- '110 change in the number of subjects to which the pupil is required to give at-
teDtion. 
. This course does not differ in its essential parts from the courses of study 
in the schools of the leading cities of the West. The main' variation in these 
courses is in the extent to which attention is given to object or oral lessons 
&lid to language. In these respects Indianapolis gives more than usual atten-
tion to science lessons in the lower grades, and to language in grades above 
the third. Both of ·these facts I think fortunate: If we observe the schools 
-.. the Eastern cities, or in other cou.ntries, we shall find that of all the world 
"here good 8chooJs exist, the. people of the West have least cause to complain 
Of.·the number of studies .pupils are compelled to carry at one time. 
' In 'New York City, for example, pupils of the grade corresponding to our 
C pammar have all the studies, without exception of pupils, of our C gram-
JIIAl' grade, and mental arithmetic, United States History, and elemen~ sci-
ence in addition. In ~oston the same pupils would have, in addition to their 
r~>lpnSCIlt work, ,extended drill in etymology. roots and definitions of words, five 
lessons per week in writing and drawing, and an oral lesson daily on 
~~;;1IM=ta1S, woods, and rocks. Going no further Ea\t than Cincinnati, these pupils 
\lave an additional lesson daily in physics and one in wnting or draw-
In Canada, by the present code, these poor children of our C grammar 
would have all their present work and 1'3 recitations more per week 
among a large number of subjects. In Prussia, whose schools are 
.. -
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supposed to be the best in the world, the same class of pupils would have the 
same number of recitations per week as now, but would have Latin and re-
ligion in place of reading and spelling, and be expected to spend 42 hours per 
week in school work. 
It is a fundamental principle with me tha~ 21'owth requires time, and that · 
healthful growth or development of the mind, like that of the body, is pro· 
moted by reasonable activity and defeated by over-exertion: 
The growth of the mind ought to be a joyous process analogous in its laws 
and pleasures to bodily development, and hence the school tasks should be 
no greater nor less than just to reach the farther limit of pleasant accomplish-
Dlent. . 
That our schools go materially beyond this limit in ordin .. ry cases I do not 
believe. Our school system is iiself a growing organism, and must be managed 
as such if we would have it accomplish what we hope from it, and I sUppost' 
the main thing to' be done by us is to make these adjustments and improve. 
ments in the adaptation of our work to the highest need , and of means to ends, 
which is the task of those in Charge of a rightly developing $ystem of instruc-
tion. . 
====== 
SPELLING REFORM IN ENGLAND. 
A meeting of the Council of the Spelling Reform Association of London 
was held May 5, Dr. J. H . G'adstone, F. R. S., in the chair. Among those 
present were J . Westlake, Q. C., A. J. Ellis, F. R. S., Dr. R . G. Latham, the 
R ev. F. G. Ffeay, Dr. L. Schmitz, Mr. Tenney, Mr. Rundell, T. H . Dann, 
Ph. D., E. Blair, E . B. Nicholson, M. A., C. W. Price, D. Pitcairn, Harold 
Cox, T . A. Sp~lding, Dr. Norman Kerr, Charles B. Arding, J: w. Bradley, 
Latimer Clark .. Mr. Schwarzenburg, W. R . Evar.s, James Spedding, the Rev. 
Prebendary Wood, and T. Pagliardini. 
It was announced that the Right Hon. Robert Lowe, M. P., Professor Max 
MUller, Professor Skeat, Professor Sayce, Dr. Angus, and E. Chadwick, Esq., 
C. B., had consented to become Vice· Presidents, and that; in addition to those 
present, a large number of eminent · philologists had consented to join the 
Council. 
Mr. J. Westlake, Q. C., was elected Treasurer. An Execntive Committee 
was then appointed, and it was decided to appoint an Assistant Secretary. It 
was also resolved to appoint a Commission to report 01' the various systems of 
Spelling Reform that have been proposed. It was resolved that the Associa-
tjon should put itself in official communication with the American Spelling 
Reform Association. It may be mentioned that the Association proposes ·: 
I. To collect, arrange, and distribute informalion on the subje~t of Spellin'g 
Reform. 
2. To collect works on Spelling Reform, and to prese\-ve copies of articles 
bearing on the subject from periodicals. . 
3. To institute and watch experiments in teaching to read, spell, and pro-
nounce, by reformed systems. 
4. To promote lectures and public meetings for the purpose of imparting 
information on the Spelling Reform, and for memorializing the public bodies 
in its favor. 
CHICAGO NOTES. 
I~ is very desirable that the schools should have something in the shape of 
a graded course to go by another year. The perpleXIty of the past year's 
work, the diversity of methods adopted, and the uncertainty as to tHe 
completion of the work of a certain grade, are evils that need· i.o t 
be endur~d any longer. The principals have completed the re-grad;' g 
o~ studies, and there is no good reason why this outline should not be· p~e­
sented to the Committee of the Board, with the studies combined by gradeS, 
and the whole printed in a small ,pamphlet for the use 'of !lie ~chools. Any. 
body who says that tlie principals do not know Iwhat they want is "a Uu;si 
iana liar." The principais do know what they want. Tl1eir work of 
grading is done, and any further meddling will simply make a mess of it. 
Let us have the pamphlet and then let others make their notes and com· . 
ments at their leisnre and at the expense of the Board. 
We are all in a muddle now. True, we have a so-called manual, printed ori' 
50 or 60 pound tinte.d paper, which is doing great missionary work among the 
edu!ational heathen· of Egypt, m., and Posey Co., Indiana ; but It is of no 
practical use in Chicago. It was admitted to be a dead-Iettter when i tbe 
Principals' Association,like a large mirror, was broken into a number of small 
mirrors, each one to reflect, in a special ~ranch, al\ the pedagogical light that 
the world affords. Now if our yeat's work is to amount to naught, or the 
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fruition of it to be delayed indefinitely, we sbould, at least, know the reason 
why. 
The most important act of tbe last meeting was the passage of the majority 
report on optional studies, which leaves their status just about as at present. 
The only modification Is that tbere must be twenty pupils in a grade to take 
each study in order that classes be formed . 
The last meeting of the Bo~rd of Education evinced a commendable de· ' 
gree of good will toward the teacbers, the lady teachers especially , on the 
part of all the members. The determination to pay the teachers in full before 
the end pf the school year, notwithstanding the Mayor's circular dictating a 
25 per cent reduction of expenses, was firmly expressed and will be strictly 
adhered to. Those who are able to hold their scrip a while will lose no 
part of their orig'nal salary; but those wh,o cannot do so-the most expensive 
thing in tbe world is poverty-will lose four per cent, the difference between 
the four per cent added to salaries by the Board and the pro!:>able immediate 
discount. What a pity that the Board did not make the added four per cent 
ten I Then everything would be lovely and the typical a .. u r would frequent 
lofty.litudes . 
,There should be no panic on account of the new revenue law and the mod· 
ifications of the school law, notwithstanding the limitation of tbe issuance of 
scrip to 7S per cent of the tax levy. Notbingin tbese laws can affect tbe scbools 
injuriously, and if tbe proper interpretation is put upon tbem by tbe courts 
they may result in making our Board of Education a branch of Ihe city gov· 
ernment coOrdinate with tbe Common Council, witb power to levy taxes to 
the extent or' two per cent of the valuation for ordinary sch";'l ex penses and 
threo per cent for building purposes. If this be so, we surely have struck a 
bonanza. Tbe revenue law also comes to our aid. It virtual1y kills tax· 
fighting, the cause of tbe city's bankruptcy , and our money troubles in the 
scbools during the past two years. The sevenly·five per cent restriction does 
not affecl the schools, since, thanks to the proceeds of the state school-tax 
dividend and the rentals of school fund property, we never require more than 
S5 to 60 per cent of tbe appropriation in scrip. 
On the whole, then, the prospect is rosy; but what sball ,we say to tbe dem-
agogues and poltroons who take advantage of every scare resulting from igno-
rance or malice to cry out, "The High Schools most ' be closed, the Higb 
School must go?" 
EDUCATIONAL NOTES AND NEWS, 
MINNESOTA.- The Mankato Revitw says Ihe school board of tbat city 
fixtd the salary of the superintendent at $I,~OO, of tbe assistant in tbe high 
• school at '600, and the second assistant at '450. principals of Pleas.ant 
Groye and Uuion buildings, ,60 pe~ month, and Franklin 'So ' 
The cIa .. just gra\luated fronl the State UniversIty is tbe largest ever sent 
forth from that imtitution, and is an exceptionally excellent one in its mental 
~ndowment.. It numben, witb three additions not strictly of the class of ' 79, 
twenty-seven n'.embers, of which number eight are young ladies. Miss Rollit, 
\:1 ... historian, in her paper read on class rut:y, stated the total weight oftbe 
I • class to be 30475~ pounds, lind berestimate does not include tbe three named. 
Tbe total age is 600 years,S months, and 9 days, but the members I!re unusu-
any young. Indeed, it i. probable no clllss lent ,out from the University· tbus 
far can show &0 low lin average of yean. The total lengtb of tbe class is 
1,638 inches, to be accurate, and the beaviest man tips tbe beam "t 200, and 
the lightest member lit 96. The tallest is six feet; and the sbortest is five_ 
Two oppbslng parties are developing among the friends of tbe State Univer-
slty~ne, represented by Pres. Folwell, seems to be aiming lit a substitution 
of lome of the more modem studies for those usually regarued as essential, 
though antiquated, in II college course, and the other, among w hom are most 
of the Regents, opposes IIny material chllnge in the pre.ent state of things. 
The theorie ; and position,; beld by the various parties are, however, not IIl-
v.ariable, lind to lin 'outsider it looks very mucb like opposition tor the sake' of 
opposition. . 
INDIANA.-llhe Ripley county normal will open at Delaware on Monc!ay, 
July 7. ' Prof. O. P. Jenkin,s, of Moore's Hill College, bas been engagedas . 
instructor for the full term. Prof. A. B. Thrasber, of TIpton, will give at 
least one week's work. Co. Supt. Thomas Bagot will be present a portion of 
the time. Walter D. Stark will give dally inJtruction in penmanship. Prof. 
Stark Is from GhentCollege, Ky. The oflicen are W. M. Vandyke, Chas. N. 
Peak, F. M. Laws, and Samuel Harper. 
We bave no list of the newly-elected county superintendents, but bave 
learned that R _ 1. Hamilton, who has done very efficient service for two terms 
already in Madison county, is among them. There are no bettc;r common 
schools in the stale than those of Madison county, and Supt. H amilton, is the 
man to keep them among the best. 
J . R. Trisler is reiHected su~rintendent, and C. D. Bogart principal, at 
Lawrenceburg. An addition of four rooms is Jo be built this summer to ac-
commodate tbe largely increaSed attendance at the high scbool, 
Olher reelections are W. S. Walker, Centervile; J. H. Martin, Franklin; 
Geo. W. Lee, Greencastle; T. J. Chariton, Vincennes; Sheridan Cox, 
Kokomo; J. L. Rippetoe, Connersville; Fred.L. Bliss' (superintendent), La.-
porte ; J. H . Madden, Bedford; E . H. Butler, Winchester. 
C. S_ Ludlam has resigned tbe principalsbip at Frankfort on account of in-
sufficient salary ; L . B. Swift leaves the superintendency at Laporte to enter 
the legal professio,n; Charles Hewitt resigns the superintendency' at Knights-, 
town. 
Tbe County Superintendents' State Convention will be held in Indianapolis, 
Tune 26 and 27. PROGRAM.-1. Opening Address, Horace S. Tarbell, 
Sup!. I ndianapolis Schools. 2_ Paper-How can we best commend our work 
to tbe public ? A. W. Clancy, Delaware county. 3. Discussion of the same 
opened by J. S. Gamble, of Fayette county and H_ B. Hill, of Dearborn 
county_ 4. Authority 01 the Trustee or Counly Board vs. tbat of the Teacher 
-wbere does the one end and tbe other begin? Timotby Wilson, of Henry 
county. 5. Discussion-Henry Wilson, of Cass county, and W. S. Moffett, of 
Fountain county. 6. Paper-Appeals-What cases are appealable, and how 
are appeals conducted? James W. French, Pqsey county. 7. Discussion, 
opened by S. S. Roth, Wells county, and J. B. Blount, of Rusb county. 8. 
Wbat is the matter witb County Supenntendency? Qualifications, mod~ of 
election, cost, visitation of schools, examinations, county and township Insti-
tute system, reports, etc., etc. Discussion, led by Hon. Jas. H_ Smai t, Supt. 
Public Instruction. 
NOTES.-I. Tbe program is left purposely brief that opportunity may be 
afforded for the introliuction and discussion of such subjects as may be of in-
terest to tbe members o(tbe association . It is hoped that tbe superintendents 
may present for discussion any question in which tbey may be specially inter-
ested. I 2. Efforts will be made to secure reduced rates on railroads and at 
the hotels for tbe accommodation of those who attend_ 3- The discussions 
will cover a large part of the routine work of tbe County Superintendent for 
tbe benefit of the n~w members wbo may attend. 4- The members of the 
State Board of Education will be invited to be present, and it is 'expected that 
they will come. L. P. HARLAN, Indianapolis. 
Chairman Program Com. 
N EDRASKA.- The Superintendent of Public Instruction is elected by the 
people: Term, two years. Saiary: $2000 per year. H as generlll supervision 
of schools of tbe ,tate. Apportions school funds to counties. Gives informa-
tion to scbool officers upon . construction of scbool law. Prep,ares and ' fur-
nisbes blanks for use of school officers. Organizes Teacbers' Institutes, and 
gives instructions at them. Defines text-books to be used in all tbe schools of 
tbe state. Receives reports from couniy superintendents and all state institp-
tions: Makes an annual report to the Governor. Delivers lectures on suh-
jects calculateq to subserve the interests of education. Is a member of Board 
of Tru>tees of State Normal Scbool. May issue State Certificates to 
teachers. 
Tbe following is lin exhibit of . school moneys subject to apportionment at 
date, and ,derived as foll?ws : 
From inter •• t on state bunds .. • . • . • 
.• disirict and county bonds • 
.. unpaid school lands • • 
", rents of school lands • 
" one mill state tax . . 
other sources. . • • • • • .. I 






Total amount subject to apportionment. .. • ,64,288.22 
Whole number of cbildren ,between 5 and 21, is . 123,063 
Rate per pupi.1 is. . . . . . . . . • • .' . . . • . .. $0.5224 
S. R. THOMPSON. 
LINCOLN, NEll , June 9, 1879. State Superintendent Public Instruction. 
======= 
,-George Eliot bas been preparing for publication tbe fourth volume of. 
"Problems of L ife ahd Mind" which was left completed by Mr. Geo. ~. 
Lewes, her husband. at bis death. Tbe book is now publisbed by Houghton, 
0 _sgoo4 & Co., and is entitled "The. Study of Psychology-Its Object"Scope, 
and Metliod." ,I • -
